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Will Fassbender: This podcast is brought to you by Voices From the Middle, a quarterly themed 
journal exploring the opportunities and possibilities in teaching middle level 
English language arts, a publication of the National Council of Teachers of 
English. Ours is a journal for teachers, by teachers. 

Will Fassbender: Greetings, Voices listeners. We're glad that you could join us for yet another 
episode of the podcast. Today, we are continuing on with our summer reading 
series with more of Katherine Sokolowski's seventh grade students from 
Monticello Middle School in Monticello, Illinois. Today we have the great 
pleasure of hearing from Kris, Caden, Dawson, Myles, Sam, Deacon, and Jerremy 
to speak about the books they enjoyed this past school year, as well as books 
they hope to pick up this summer. So without further ado, let's send things over 
to Katherine Sokolowski and her students at Monticello Middle School so that 
we can hear and learn more about some of the books that our middle school 
level students are loving, as well as some they can't wait to pick up this summer. 

Katherine: Hey, this is Katherine and I'm back with some of my seventh graders, and we are 
talking about some of the books that we read this school year and we loved. 

Jerremy: My name is Jerremy, and I liked the book Percy Jackson and the Olympians by 
Rick Riordan. 

Katherine: Why'd you like it? 

Jerremy: Because I just liked the mysteries. 

Katherine: Cool. 

Myles: My name is Myles, and I liked The Diary of an Awesome, Friendly Kid by Jeff 
Kinney. I liked it because it's kind of like the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series, but it's 
about the other kid. 

Katherine: Cool. 

Deacon: My name is Deacon. I liked the book American Sniper by Scott McEwen. I liked 
the book because it's just, I always have liked war books. 

Kristopher: My name's Kristopher and I like the book series Amulet. 

Katherine: By Kazu Kibuishi? 

Kristopher: Yeah. 

Katherine: What'd you like about it? 

Kristopher: The action. 
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Katherine: Action. 

Dawson: My name is Dawson, and my favorite book is Restart by Gordon Korman. The 
reason that I liked it is because it's about somebody named Chase Ambrose, and 
he needs to find out who he is. 

Sam: My name is Sam, and my book is Long Way Down and it's by Jason Reynolds. It 
was one of my favorite books that I've read this year. I liked it because it was a 
short read and it's a very fun mystery. 

Caden: My name is Caden and my favorite book is, We're Not From Here, and the 
author is Geoff Rodkey. I liked it because it was just a good book. 

Katherine: Good book. All right, and now we're going to share some books we're looking 
forward to reading in the future. 

Jerremy: I'm looking forward to read The Battle of the Labyrinth. 

Katherine: Labyrinth? 

Jerremy: Yeah. 

Katherine: By Rick Riordan? 

Jerremy: Yeah. 

Katherine: Cool. 

Myles: The whole Diary of a Wimpy Kid series. 

Katherine: Excellent. 

Deacon: I'm looking forward to reading the whole Percy Jackson series. 

Kristopher: I'm looking forward to reading the Miles Morales: Spider-Man book. 

Dawson: I'm looking forward to see the trilogy of the Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins. 

Sam: I'm looking forward to reading Look Both Ways by Jason Reynolds. 

Katherine: That comes out in October. 

Caden: I'm looking forward to reading the whole Harry Potter series. 

Katherine: We have a lot of reading plans here for this summer. Well, I hope that you got 
some book suggestions from our students and happy reading. 
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Will Fassbender: We want to thank Katherine, as well as Kris, Caden, Dawson, Myles, Sam, 
Deacon, and Jerremy for sharing so many wonderful book titles with us. Please 
keep on the lookout for more episodes just like this as we love hearing from 
students, particularly when it comes to their love of reading. 

Will Fassbender: In addition, we want to thank Lee Rosevere for providing the music for the 
podcast. Feel free to follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/voicesNCTE, on 
Twitter @VoicesNCTE, and on Instagram @NCTEVoices. There you will find 
content to help support your teaching, as well as ways for you to share the 
amazing things happening in your own classrooms. We always welcome 
thoughts and feedback related to the podcast and the journal, so tell us what 
you think, and let us know what voices you want to hear from on future 
episodes. 

Will Fassbender: We know that many of you are starting back up or preparing to begin a new 
school year. As I listened to the young voices on our podcast today, I was 
reminded of all the different reasons middle grade students love books. 
Sometimes they develop deep connections with authors like Jason Reynolds, 
and other times they connect with characters and series like Harry Potter, Diary 
of a Wimpy Kid, and Percy Jackson. As you go back to school, you might want to 
take a look at your classroom library and think about how your books will 
connect with your students this year. Thanks for tuning in, and until next time, 
I'm Will Fassbender. 
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