
 
VFtM Podcast. Vol. 27, Episode 2  Transcript by Rev.com  |  Page 1 of 2 

Will Fassbender: This podcast is brought to you by Voices From the Middle, a quarterly themed 
journal exploring the opportunities and possibilities in teaching middle level 
English language arts. A publication of the National Council of Teachers of 
English, ours is a journal for teachers, by teachers. 

Will Fassbender: Greetings, Voices listeners. Thanks for joining us for yet another episode of the 
podcast. Today, we are going to continue with or summer reading series with 
yet another group of Katherine Sokolowski's seventh grade students from 
Monticello Middle School, in Monticello, Illinois. In this episode, we have the 
great privilege of hearing from Treyden, Charlie J., Charlie M., Trey, Jacob, and 
Tynley, who will be sharing some of their favorite books from this past school 
year in addition to what books they are looking forward to reading this summer. 

Will Fassbender: Let's send things over to Katherine Sokolowski and her students. You may want 
to keep a pen and paper handy, as I'm sure you're going to learn about some 
books you'll want to add to your summer reading list. 

Katherine S.: Hello, Voices from the Middle audience. My name is Katherine and I'm here 
with my seventh graders. We are going to share with you some books that we 
loved reading this school year, and then we're going to go back around the table 
and tell you some books we are looking forward to reading in the future. 

Treyden: The book I liked is by Andrew Smith, it is called Winger. It's a funny book. 

Katherine S.: And your name is? 

Treyden: Treyden. 

Katherine S.: Hey, Treyden. 

Charlie J.: My name's Charlie J., and I liked a book called When by Victoria Laurie. It's scary. 

Katherine S.: It is kind of creepy. 

Charlie M.: Hi, my name is Charlie M. and I liked the book Ghost by Jason Reynolds. It's very 
entertaining. 

Trey: Hi, my name's Trey. I liked The False Prince by Jennifer A. Nielsen. It's surprising. 

Jacob: My name's Jacob and I liked the book After the Shot Drops by Randy Ribay. I 
liked it because I like basketball. 

Tynley: My name's Tynley and I liked the book The Name They Gave Us by Emery Lord 
because it was very emotional. 
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Katherine S.: It was. All right, so now we're going to go around the table and they're going to 
tell you the books they're looking forward to reading in the future. 

Treyden: The book I'm looking forward to reading is Winger 3 by Andrew Smith. 

Katherine S.: Yeah, we don't know when that's coming out, but we know he's writing it. 

Charlie J.: I want to read The False Prince by Jennifer A. Nielsen. 

Charlie M.: I want to read Look Both Ways by Jason Reynolds. 

Katherine S.: And we know that's not coming out till the fall, right? 

Charlie M.: Yeah. October [crosstalk 00:02:37]. 

Katherine S.: Sometime in October, I think? 

Trey: I want to read Heat by Michael Lupica. 

Jacob: I want to read Solo by Kwame Alexander. 

Tynley: I want to read Shout by Laurie Halse Anderson. 

Katherine S.: Excellent. We hope you have some books to add to your summer read list, and 
happy reading. 

Will Fassbender: It's always exciting to hear students talk so passionately about books and 
authors they love. We want to thank Katherine, as well as Charlie, Trey, Charlie, 
Jacob, Treyden, and Tynley, for sharing so many wonderful book titles with us 
today. Please stay tuned all summer for more reading suggestions from 
Katherine's students. 

Will Fassbender: In addition, we want to thank Lee Rosevere for providing the music for the 
podcast. Feel free to follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/VoicesNCTE, on 
Twitter at VoicesNCTE, and on Instagram at NCTEVoices. There, you will find 
content to help support your teaching, as well as ways for you to share the 
amazing things happening in your own classrooms. 

Will Fassbender: We always welcome thoughts and feedback related to the podcast and the 
journal, so tell us what you think and let us know what voices you want to hear 
from on future episodes. We hope that you are enjoying your summer break 
and finding time to recharge your batteries. With any luck, you heard about a 
book or an author that you will read in the next few months to stay connected 
to your middle grades roots. Thanks for tuning in, and until next time, I'm Will 
Fassbender. 
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